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Abstract:

The socio-political shift that occurred in the year 2014, with the establishment of Telangana as the 29th
state in India, had a tremendous socio-political transformational effect on the state and the 29th state of
India, which turned out to have serious socio-political implications, particularly on the Muslim population,
especially among the migrants. The paper explores the socio-economic status of migrant Muslims in post-
reorganization Telangana based on the Sudhir Commission Report (2016), Census data (2011), and other
analyses that took place in the period 2014-2023. The population of Muslims in Telangana is about 12.7
percent, and 75-80 percent of the populace is a member of the backward classes. Although the state has a
strong economic growth rate, GSDP rose between 6.8% in 2013-14 and 10.4% in 2017-18, the
communities in Islam are still subjected to a chronic socio-economic marginalization. According to the
Sudhir Commission (2016), 48 percent of the Muslim households live below the monthly income of
10,000, and the representation in government jobs is merely 7.36 percent against the 13 percent of the
population size. The migrant Muslims have exacerbated vulnerabilities, such as language barriers, credit
access (only 27% use the services of banks), and housing (34% reside in rented accommodation). The
article uses a quantitative analysis of government data and a qualitative understanding of the field research
to evaluate educational levels, the occupational trends, and policy interventions. Results show that even
though the economy of Telangana has substantially grown after the reorganization, not all have shared the
benefits, and the Muslim migrants have become poorer and socially excluded. Inclusion Development
policies, better reservation systems, and specific interventions are the recommendations to improve the
socio-economic opportunities of migrant Muslim communities in Telangana, which bring the study to its
conclusions.
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INTRODUCTION

Background and Context

The division of Andhra Pradesh and the creation of Telangana, the youngest state of India, on June 2,
2014, was a turning point in the political and socio-economic history of the region. The years of historical
marginalization of communities were supposed to end with this reorganization, which guaranteed
equitable development and social justice (Swaminathan et al., 2017). In 2023, with an estimated
population of 38 million, Telangana has turned out to be one of the fastest-developing economies in India,
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as information technology, pharmaceuticals, and services are the main industries based in Hyderabad
(Sudhir et al., 2021).

The Muslims represent a large population group within Telangana. Muslims constitute 12.68% of the
population of the state, according to the 2011 Census, and are estimated to amount to 4.465 million people.
In 2007, the Andhra Pradesh government commissioned a report that revealed 16 communities of Muslim
Backward Class, which comprised 75-80 per cent of the Muslim population in the state (Sudhir et al.,
2016). According to the history, it has grown at an average of 12.43 to 12.68 in the years 2001 and 2011,
respectively, with expectations of further rising demographics (Census of India, 2011). It is important to
note that the population of Muslims is concentrated in urban areas in Hyderabad district, so 1.713 million
Muslims make up 43.5 percent of the state (Sudhir et al., 2021).

The notion of migrant Muslims, used in this work, refers to inter-state migrants, namely workers of Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh, Odisha, and other states, who have migrated to Telangana, to intra-state migrants who
moved out of the rural areas to urban centers, especially to Hyderabad. According to the records of
migration scholars, about 24 percent of the population in Hyderabad is inter-state migrants, and the
majority of Muslims are providing most of their services in the construction, manufacturing, hospitality,
and informal sectors (Mishra, 2018).

Research Problem and Significance.

Although Telangana has entered a remarkable path of economic growth, with the GSDP going up to 10.4%
in 2017-18, and per capita income gradually on an upward trend, indications show that Muslim
communities, especially migrants, have not shared proportionately in economic prosperity (Government
of Telangana, 2018). A detailed study of the socio-economic and educational status of the Muslim
community in Telangana, found in the Sudhir Commission Report (2016), recorded a systematic form of
disadvantages in various indicators of development. Later investigations by Khan and others have
observed the worsening of the economic situation among the Muslims in the post-reorganization era (Khan
etal., 2021).

This contradiction, namely the growth of the economy and Muslim poverty, requires academic
consideration. The case of migrant Muslims is especially problematic because they have complex
vulnerabilities: they have left their home countries, they do not speak the native languages and cultures of
the host country, they are exposed to exploitation in the informal labor markets, and they cannot access
state welfare systems (Gudavarthy, 2014; Mishra, 2018).

Research Objectives

The paper will have four main purposes: (1) to record the demographic characteristics and migration trend
of Muslim communities in post-reorganization Telangana; (2) to evaluate the socio-economic indicators,
such as income, employment, education, and housing status of migrant Muslims; (3) to evaluate the effect
of state policies and developmental programs on Muslim welfare since 2014; and (4) to identify the
challenges and make evidence-based suggestions to improve the socio-economic prospects.

METHODOLOGY

Research Design and Data Sources.

The present study takes a mixed-methods design that will incorporate both quantitative and qualitative
analyses of secondary data and the available ethnographic research. The time frame will be the post-
reorganization period (2014-2023), though there will be historical comparisons where it is applicable. This
report will use primary data, namely: (1) Commission of inquiry on the socio-economic and educational
conditions of Muslims (this report is called Sudhir Commission Report, 2016) this is the official
investigation conducted at the state level and covered 23 government departments; (2) Census of India
(2011) is the official demographic baseline data; (3) Government of Telangana Statistical Yearbooks
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(2015-2023); (4) Government of Telangana census data on migration and employment; (5) peer reviewed
research articles.

DEMOGRAPHICS PROFILES OF MUSLIMS IN TELANGANA.

Distribution and Growth of Population.

The growth of the Muslim population in Telangana has been conspicuous in the past decades. The
historical census data indicate that the figure has risen to 12.68 percent of the total population in 2011,
which equals about 4.465 million people (Census of India, 2011). According to the demographic forecast
of the state population by decadal growth and fertility, it can be proposed that the Muslim population has
already reached about 4.8-5.0 million in 2023 and will keep occupying about 12.5-13 percent of the total
population (Sudhir et al., 2021).

Table 1: Muslim Population in Telangana - Census Data and Projections

Year Total State Muslim Population  Percentage
Population

2001 35,286,757 4,382,088 12.43%

2011 35,193,978 4,465,144 12.68%

2023* ~38,000,000 ~4,900,000 ~12.9%

*2023 figures are demographic projections based on decadal growth rates
Sources: Census of India (2001, 2011); Sudhir et al. (2021)

Spatial Distribution

There is spatial concentration in the distribution of the Muslim population. The district of Hyderabad alone
accommodates 1.713 million Muslims, which is 43.45 percent of the total population of the district and
38.4 percent of the total population of Muslims existing within the state (Census of India, 2011). Historical
patterns of Nizam-era settlement, urban economic prospects, and migration trends are reflected in this
spatial pattern.

Table 2: District-wise Muslim Population Distribution (2011)

District Total Population Muslim Population (%)
Hyderabad 3,943,323 1,713,405 (43.45%)
Nizamabad 1,227,475 222,340 (18.52%)
Rangareddy 2,071,666 282,120 (13.62%)
Medak 694,140 57,535 (8.29%)
Adilabad 708,972 89,208 (12.58%)

Source: Census of India (2011); Government of Telangana (2016)

Caste Composition

The Sudhir Commission (2016) described 16 Muslim Backward Class communities, which compose 75-
80% of all Muslims in the state, the minority traditionally unable to work, such as butchers (Quraishi),
weavers (Ansari), carpenters, gardeners, and barbers. In 2007, the Andhra Pradesh commissioned a report
that identified 14 Muslim BC, which was a steep rise in the number of the two former groups in the state
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BC list (Sudhir et al., 2021). This caste division of the Muslim community reflects more widespread
tendencies of occupational segregation and socioeconomic distinction.

SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS: AN EMPIRICAL EVALUATION.

Income and Poverty

Indicators of the economy display a high level of deprivation among the Muslim population of Telangana.
The Sudhir Commission Report (2016) found that 48 percent of Muslim households live below the
monthly earnings of Rs. 10,000, ranking Muslims the second poorest group in the state after the Scheduled
tribes (Khan et al., 2021). Poverty headcount ratio of Muslims in rural Telangana is 26 percent, which is
far more than the state averages (Sudhir et al., 2016).

Table 3: Monthly Household Income Distribution Among Muslims

Income Category (Rs. per month) Percentage of Muslim Households
Below 5,000 23%
5,000 - 10,000 25%
10,000 - 15,000 21%
15,000 - 25,000 18%
Above 25,000 13%

Source: Sudhir Commission Report (2016)

Employment and Occupational Structure

The employment patterns of Muslims show that the level of self-employment and informal employment
is high. Statistics show that 48 percent of city Muslim males and 65 percent of city Muslim females are
self-employed, both of which are high among any other socio-religious group in Telangana (Sudhir et al.,
2016). This self-employment is, however, mostly of low returns and marginal activities: street vending,
small-scale trading, artisanal activity, and personal services. Formal sector employment, especially
government jobs, has been grossly disproportionate in terms of representation. In 23 government
departments of Telangana, the Muslim employees are around 7.36 percent of the total workforce, only
half of their population percentage (13) (Sudhir et al., 2021).

Table 4: Muslim Representation in Government Services

Service Category Total Positions Muslim Officials (%0)
Indian Administrative Service 164 9 (5.49%)

Indian Police Service 123 3 (2.44%)

State Administrative Service 525 23 (4.38%)

State Police Service 155 6 (3.87%)

District & Session Judges 423 17 (4.02%)

Source: Sudhir Commission Report (2016); Sudhir et al. (2021)
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Education

The situation with educational indicators is ambiguous. The general level of Muslim literacy in Telangana
is about 77% (Sudhir et al., 2021). Nevertheless, this overall number conceals tremendous differences in
gender and elevated dropout levels. As per the Sudhir Commission (2016), 16 percent of Muslims have
never attended any educational facility. The dropouts are especially worrying, with male dropouts being
31.6% and 81.5 of the 18-20 and 21-29 age groups, respectively, and female dropouts being 71.5% and
52.8 of the same age groups.

The first cause of education dropout is a financial factor. The lack of educational credit results in
intergenerational poverty repeating due to economic strains that force young people to add to the family
income (Khan et al., 2021).

Housing and Asset Ownership

The conditions of housing and ownership of assets also exemplify the Muslim socio-economic
marginalization. According to the report by the Sudhir Commission (2016), 34 percent of the Muslim
population resides in rented houses- the highest percentage of all socio-religious communities in
Telangana. Practically, only 38 percent of the population lives in pucca (permanent) houses, and they are
the rest live in kutcha (temporary) houses or semi-permanent houses. The Muslim population in
Hyderabad is particularly stressed about housing, and thus the city hosts about 1,476 slums with 1.7
million people, and the Muslims have a disproportionate number in these informal settlements (Census
2011).

ISSUES AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS

Structural Barriers

Indications also indicate that the structural factors affecting Muslims in Telangana go beyond poverty to
structural barriers. The fact that government employment representation reached close to 40 percent in
1950, but in 2010, this number dropped to 5 percent, cannot be explained only by the educational or
economic factors (Sudhir et al., 2021). The elimination of the official language of Urdu after 1948, along
with the language needs that encouraged the government to recruit people based on Telugu, systematically
discriminated against the Muslim candidates. Discriminatory procedures within the recruitment area of
the private sector, renting housing, and granting credit have been reported through qualitative studies
(Shaban, 2016).

Migrant-Specific Vulnerabilities

Migrant Muslims have even more problems: (1) non-Telugu migrants cannot communicate in their native
language and face cultural shock; (2) spatial segregation in construction projects, residential areas of
industrial workers, and slums; (3) absence of documentation, which deprives them of access to welfare
programs; (4) exploitation through informal employment without any contract; (5) social exclusion and
psychological depression due to lack of connection with native communities; (6) inability to engage in
political processes because the immigrants often cannot vote in a destination state (Mishra, 201

RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on empirical findings, this paper suggests multi-pronged interventions that are based on; (1)
Educational interventions, such as expanded scholarship opportunities, increased minority residential
schools, bridge programs to competitive exams, and vocational training based on the market, (2) Economic
empowerment, such as provision of enhanced reservations (introducing a revised 12% to OBC Muslims)
and providing support to entrepreneurs with specific credit lines, financial inclusion campaigns and asset
building, (3) Migrant-specific initiatives such as documentation assistance, protection of labor rights,
extension of social security,
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CONCLUSION

This multifaceted evaluation of migrant Muslims in the post-reorganization state of Telangana is based on
a disturbing paradox: an impressive level of economic growth (GSDP growth between 6.8% in 2013-14
and 10.4% in 2017-18) has been accompanied, on the one hand, by the systematic marginalization of
Muslim populations, including migrants. The creation of the independent state of Telangana in 2014
increased the hopes and anticipations of an inclusive development and social justice. Yet, there is empirical
data from the Sudhir Commission Report (2016) and other studies that Muslims, who form around 12.7
percent of the population, with 75-80 percent in backward classes, have not fairly benefited from the
prosperity of the state.

Among the major findings, there is extreme economic deprivation (48 percent of Muslim households
having monthly incomes below Rs. 10,000), extreme under-representation in government jobs (7.36
percent against 13 percent share of population), catastrophic educational dropout rates (81.5 percent of
male aged 21-29), inadequate housing (34 percent in either a rental or permanent structure) and very poor
access to formal financial services (only 27 percent using bank credit). The migrant Muslims have
compounded vulnerabilities such as language barriers, spatial isolation, labor abuse, and non-welfare
programs due to documentation requirements.

The comprehensive recommendations of the Sudhir Commission are still to be implemented, and this
means that there have been lost opportunities to deal with the systemic disadvantages. Political will is
important to focus on minority welfare, and this is vital for prospects. The sound fiscal situation and
administrative capacity of Telangana have resources that can be used in transformative interventions.
Economic growth can increase socioeconomic inequalities instead of diminishing them without well-
funded, planned, and systematic policies on structural discrimination and historical disadvantages.
Telangana can emulate an inclusive growth that can uplift the minority communities, especially migrants,
into the mainstream economic growth, while maintaining social harmony.

REFERENCES:

1. Census of India. (2011). Primary census abstract, Telangana - 2011. Government of India.

2. Government of Telangana. (2015). Statistical Yearbook 2015. Directorate of Economics and
Statistics.

3. Government of Telangana. (2016). Report of the Commission of Inquiry on Socio-Economic and
Educational Conditions of Muslims. Chief Minister's Office.

4. Government of Telangana. (2018). Economic Survey 2017-18. Directorate of Economics and
Statistics.

5. Gudavarthy, A. (2014). Muslims of Telangana: A ground report. Economic & Political Weekly,
49(17). http://www.epw.in/journal/2014/17/election-specials-web-exclusives/muslims-telangana-
ground-report.html

6. Jaffrelot, C., & Kalaiyarasan, A. (2023). Post-Sachar Indian Muslims: Facets of socio-economic
decline. In T. Fazal, D. Vaid, & S. S. Jodhka (Eds.), Marginalities and mobilities among India's
Muslims: Elusive citizenship (pp. 19-41). Routledge India.

7. Khan, A. U., Sudhir, G., Bari, M. A., & Shaban, A. (2021). Muslims in Telangana: A discourse on
equity, development, and security. Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-33-6530-8

8. Kundu, A. (2014). Post-Sachar evaluation committee report. Ministry of Minority Affairs,
Government of India.

9. Mishra, S. K. (2018). A study of Muslims in the newly formed state of Telangana. Space and
Culture, India, 5(3), 36-52. https://doi.org/10.1177/0049085717743833

10. Nagaraj, V. K., & Ghatak, S. (2021). The protracted exodus of migrants from Hyderabad during
the time of COVID-19. Journal of Social and Economic Development, 23(2), 221-244.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40847-021-00155-z

IJLRP24041813 Volume 5, Issue 4, April 2024 6



https://www.ijlrp.com/

@ International Journal of Leading Research Publication (IJLRP)
IJLRP

E-ISSN: 2582-8010 e Website: www.ijlrp.com e Email: editor@ijlrp.com

11. Sachar, R. (2006). Social, economic, and educational status of the Muslim community of India.
Government of India.

12. Sen, A. (1999). Development as freedom. Oxford University Press.

13. Shaban, A. (2016). Muslim citizenship, identity, and violence in India. In K. Kannabiran (Ed.),
Violence studies: Oxford India studies in contemporary society (pp. 142-169). Oxford University
Press.

14. Shaban, A. (2021). Employment of Muslims in public and private sectors. In G. Sudhir, M. A.
Bari, A. U. Khan, & A. Shaban (Eds.), Muslims in Telangana: Dynamics of Asian development
(pp. 95-118). Springer.

15. Sudhir, G., Bari, M. A, Khan, A. U., & Shaban, A. (2016). Report of the Commission of Inquiry
on Socio-Economic and Educational Conditions of Muslims in Telangana. Government of
Telangana.  https://www.telangana.gov.in/PDFDocuments/Inquiry-commission-report-final-dt-
10th-Dec.pdf

16. Sudhir, G., Bari, M. A., Khan, A. U., & Shaban, A. (2021). Muslims in Telangana: Dynamics of
Asian development. Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-33-6530-8

17. Swaminathan, P., Mishra, S. K., & Vinayan, S. (2017). Telangana state: Geography, economy, and
people. In K. Kannabiran, P. Swaminathan, & J. Jeyranjan (Eds.), Telangana social development
report 2017 (pp. 9-47). Council for Social Development.

IJLRP24041813 Volume 5, Issue 4, April 2024 7



https://www.ijlrp.com/

